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Cong's true intent is to eradicate Sanatan Dharma:
Sudhanshu Tr|ved| on Kharge's holy dip jibe

New Delhi, BJP Rajya
Sabha MP and national
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi on Tuesday accused
the Congress party of aiming
for "eradication of Sanatan
Dharm" and "dismantling
Hinduism," claiming that
Mallikarjun Kharge's remarks
reflect party's deep-rooted
disregard for Indian culture
and traditions.

Reacting to Congress
chief's comments during the
'Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai
Samvidhan' rally in Mhow,
Madhya Pradesh, Trivedi
claimed that the statements
reflect Congress' consistent
stance against Sanatan
Dharma. At the rally, Kharge
questioned the relevance of
BIP leaders' holy dips in the
river Ganga during the Maha
Kumbh and said that such acts
do little to address poverty,
hunger, and other pressing
issues.

Trivedi criticised Kharge's
apology for "potentially
hurting sentiments," saying,
"Kharge's so-called apology
proves that these are not his
feelings but rather the
Congress party's true intent -
- the eradication of Sanatan

Dharm and to dismantle
Hinduism globally. The
Congress has once again
shown its tendency to make
cheap and objectionable
statements about Indian
culture and Sanatan Dharma."

Highlighting the economic
importance of the Maha
Kumbh, Trivedi said, "The
event is expected to generate
an economy of Rs 2.5 lakh
crore, contributing nearly 1
per cent to the GDP. Spiritual
tourism has seen a 21.4 per
cent increase, with a surge in
visa applications from
foreigners. This shows how
deeply the Maha Kumbh
contributes to India's economy
and cultural identity."

Trivedi also mentioned
notable international
participation, citing Lauren
Powell, wife of Apple co-

founder Steve Jobs, as one of
the visitors. He added, "Even
amid the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, sanyasis from both
countries are camping
together, performing havans
for world peace. But Congress
seems unable to digest this."

Responding to Congress
MP Rahul Gandhi's recent
criticism of the media, Trivedi
called the remarks a reflection
of the party's "panic" over
electoral defeats.

Rahul Gandhi had accused
the media of ignoring the
pressing issues of farmers and
common people due to its
alleged control by business
groups.

Trivedi countered by
stating, "Instead of making
baseless allegations against
the media, Rahul Gandhi
should introspect on
Congress' consistent electoral
defeats. This habit of blaming
others stems from the party's
inability to accept its failures."

The BIP MP reiterated that
Congress' criticism of the
Maha Kumbh and its leaders'
spiritual practices reflects a
lack of understanding of the
cultural and economic
significance of such events.

UPI's share in India’s digital
payments surged to 83pc: RBI report

Mumbai, The share of the
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) in India’s digital
payments has surged from 34
per cent in 2019 to an
impressive 83 per cent in
2024, with a remarkable CAGR
(cumulative average growth
rate) of 74 per cent over the
last five years, according the
RBI's payment system report.

In contrast, share of other
payment systems like RTGS,
NEFT, IMPS, credit cards, debit
cards, etc. in digital payments
volume declined from 66 per
cent to 17 per cent during the
same period, the report
states. UPI has been the most
significant contributor to the
growth of digital payments in
India due to its usefulness and
ease of use, the report points
out. At a macro level, the
volume of UPI transactions
increased from 375 crore in
2018 to 17,221 crore in 2024,

whereas the total value of
transactions surged from
?25.86 lakh crore in 2018 to
2246.83 lakh crore in 2024.
This amounts to five year
CAGR of 89.3 per cent and
86.5 per cent in terms of
volume and value,
respectively, the report states.
Both P2P (person-to-
person) and P2M (person-to-
merchant) transactions
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NOTICE OF POSTAL BALLOT

the Ministry of Corporate Aff

Notice s hereby given pursuant to the provisions of Sections 108 and 110, and other
applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013, as amended ("the Act"), read
together with the Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, as
amended ("the Management Rules"), General Circular No. 09 / 2024 dated September
19, 2024, 17/2020 dated April 13, 2020 and 14/2020 dated April 08, 2020 issued by
airs, Government of India (hereinafter collectively
referred to as "the MCA Circulars"), and Circular SEBI/HO/CFD/CFD-PoD-2/P/
CIR/2024/133 dated October 03, 2024 issued by SEBI (hereinafter referred to as
"the SEBI Circular”), Secretarial Standards on General Meetings issued by the
Instte of Compary Secretares of India ('SS-2") and any other appucame Taws,
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/-
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leverage UPI's secure and
real-time payment
capabilities, making it easier
for individuals and businesses
to execute financial
transactions without relying on
traditional, time-consuming
methods. The UPI P2M
transaction volume has
surpassed the UPI P2P
transaction volumes since
2023, however, in value terms,
the UPI P2P transaction value
is still higher than UPI P2M
transaction values. Over the
past few years, digital
payments in India have
witnessed a phenomenal
growth buoyed by the
spectacular progress of UPI
and the plethora of digital
payment options available. In
2024 alone, India recorded
208.5 billion digital payment
transactions.

UPI P2M grew at a CAGR
of 99 per cent for transaction
values below Rs 500 over
2019-24. In contrast, UPI P2P
grew at a CAGR of 56 per
cent during the same period.

For higher ticket-sized
transactions those
exceeding Rs 2,000 — UPI
P2M grew at a CAGR of 109
per cent during the same
five-year period, while UPT
P2P recorded a CAGR of 57
per cent. The National
Payments Corporation of
India’s (NPCI) low-value
transaction payment
method, UPI Lite, recorded
2.04 million transactions
daily, valued at Rs 20.02
crore in December 2024.

“When Paytm and
PhonePe introduced UPI Lite
on February 15, 2023, and
May 2, 2023, respectively, a
sustained increase in UPI Lite
payment volumes and values
was observed,” the RBI
report observes.

“UPTI has propelled India
to the forefront in the
provision of digital payment
solutions as ‘public good".
This public good approach
has the potential to be
adopted by other economies,
whatever stage of
development they are at. UPT
and its features bear lessons
on democratisation of the
payment system to the
smallest value and penetration
of digital payments to
previously unreached
segments,” the report added.

Pragati Yatra:

Nitish Kumar

to visit Purnea today, review
developmental work

Patna, Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar is set to
visit Purnea on Tuesday as
part of the second phase of
his Pragati Yatra to review
ongoing developmental
projects, inauguration, and
foundation-laying ceremonies
for various schemes worth
crores of rupees. This follows
his earlier visit to Saharsa on
January 23.

During the visit, the Chief
Minister is expected to engage
directly with the local
population, address their
concerns, and inspect key
public infrastructure, including
schools and Anganwadi
centres.

He will also conduct a
detailed review of
government-run schemes in
the district. Senior officials,
ministers, and local MLAs will
accompany him, with all
necessary administrative
arrangements already in place
to facilitate the visit.

Notably, this trip was
initially scheduled for January
27 but had to be postponed
after the Chief Minister fellill.
Chief Minister Nitish's Pragati
Yatra schedule has undergone
slight adjustments.

According to the updated
information released by the
state Cabinet, the Chief
Minister will visit Purnea, and
continue his Pragati Yatra in
Katihar on January 29 and
Madhepura on January 30.

This systematic approach
highlights the Chief Minister's
commitment to closely
monitoring and advancing the

progress of key projects while
addressing the needs of local
communities. As part of his
Pragati Yatra, Chief Minister
Nitish visited Saharsa district
on January 23, where he
inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone for 52
development schemes worth
over Rs 210 crore.

He had inaugurated the
school building at the Senior
Secondary School campus in
Mainha village, located in the
Sattarkataiya block. He also
inspected the school
playground and reviewed its
facilities apart from examining
the waste processing unit,
emphasizing sustainable
waste disposal practices.

CM Nitish also inspected
the Government Medical
College and Hospital Purnea
as well. CM Nitish visited the
site to resolve the silt issue in
the Tilave River, issued
directives for effective
measures to address the
problem and distributed
cheques to beneficiaries of
various welfare schemes,
ensuring direct benefits to
those in need.

BJP mocks constitution and
reservation, alleges

Telangana CM

Indore, Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
criticized the BIP at a rally in
Mhow, Madhya Pradesh,
accusing the ruling party of
undermining the Indian

Constitution and the
reservation system.

The rally, organized to
safeguard constitutional
values, saw the participation
of senior Congress leaders
and thousands of party
workers.

Addressing the gathering,
CM Reddy alleged that top BIP
leaders were conspiring to

at Mhow rally

alter the Constitution to serve
their political agenda. "The BJP
has consistently mocked the
Constitution and attempted to
remove reservations from it.
They aspire to impose their
own version of the
Constitution, but we will not
let this happen," Reddy
declared.

Accompanied by his
cabinet ministers and the
Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee president, Reddy
emphasized Congress's
resolve to protect the
foundational values of the
nation. "The more the BIP
tries to tamper with the
Constitution, the stronger
Congress will stand to oppose
them. We are here to defend
the ideals of Dr B.R. Ambedkar
and the rights of marginalized
communities," he added.

India’s major ports record
3.2 pcrise in cargo during
Dec, Deendayal Port leads

New Delhi, India's 12
major ports, owned by the
Central government, handled
72.2 million tonnes of cargo
in December, recording a 3.22
per cent growth over the same
month of the previous year.

According to data
compiled by the Ministry of
Ports,  Shipping and

Waterways, the Deendayal
Port in Gujarat's Kandla
accounted for the highest
volume of 13.03 million
tonnes.

Odhisha's Paradip Port
was in the second position
with the handling of 12.84
million tonnes (MT) of cargo
during the month while the
Jawaharlal Nehru port was
ranked third with 8.32 MT
followed by Vizag (6.51 MMT)
and SMP Kolkata (5.44 MMT).

It showed that the top five
major ports handled 63.94 per
cent of total cargo.

While overseas shipments
accounted for 55.78 MT (77.31
per cent) of the cargo handled
at the major ports during
December, coastal shipments
were at 16.37 MT comprising
22.69 per cent of the total.

Container volumes
handled at the major ports,
which represent finished
goods and constitute around
25 per cent of total trade,
increased by a robust 17 per
centto 17.4 MT in December.

The growth has shot up
despite an overall shortage of
containers in the global
market which saw exports and
importers grappling to secure
supply chains.

Coal volumes across
sectors handled at major ports
declined during the month as
imports fell due to higher
domestic production. Volumes
of thermal coal, which
account for 12 per cent of total
cargo volumes for major
ports, fell marginally to 8.7 MT
while coking coal cargo
dropped by 4 per cent to 2.9
MT. Coal (other than thermal/
coking) nearly halved to 2.5
MT t last month.

Deendayal Port has
regained its position as the
highest cargo-handling major
port, with a 12 per cent
increase in overseas cargo to
98 MT during the current
financial year. The port's
performance had slipped in
2023-24.

Kolkata Port, on the other
hand, has recorded a nearly
12 per cent decline in cargo
this financial year to 44 MT.
The port's overseas cargo has
fallen by close to 13 per cent.

Visakhapatnam Port has
recorded a 2 per cent decline
in overseas cargo, but the
coastal cargo handled at the
port has shot up, the data
showed.

Raghav Chadha urges Centre to cap

skyrocketing airfares for Maha Kumbh p||gr|ms

New Delhi, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Rajya Sabha MP,
Raghav Chadha on Tuesday
criticised airlines for hiking
fares during the ongoing Maha
Kumbh in Prayagraj, urging
the Centre to take immediate
action to make air travel
affordable for pilgrims.

In a video message,
Chadha expressed his
concern, saying, "For
followers of Sanatan Dharma,
Maha Kumbh is the most
significant festival of faith and
spirituality. Millions from
across the globe wish to visit
Prayagraj to take a holy dip,
meditate, and engage in
penance. However, airlines
have turned this sacred event
into an opportunity for profit."

Chadha highlighted the
steep rise in airfares, stating,
"Flights to Prayagraj that
typically cost Rs 5,000 to Rs
8,000 are now priced at Rs
50,000 to Rs 60,000. Such
arbitrary pricing has left lakhs
of devotees disappointed and

unable to attend the festival."
Urging the Umon
government"

Chadha said,
not exploit this spiritual
occasion for profit. On behalf
of all devotees, I appeal to the
government to curb this
exploitation by introducing
price caps or ensuring
affordable flight options for
pilgrims heading to the Maha
Kumbh."

Chadha drew parallels to
a past success, stating,
"Earlier, when we raised the
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issue of overpriced food at
airports, the government
acted, introducing affordable
canteens. I am confident our
voice will once again be heard,
and the airlines will reduce
fares for devotees."

The rising airfares have led
many pilgrims to seek
alternative routes to
Prayagraj, with Varanasi
emerging as a more
economical travel hub. As of
January 28, flights from cities
like Mumbai, Delhi, and
Bengaluru to Prayagra] were
priced between Rs 24,000 and
Rs 40,000, with some fares
exceeding Rs 53,000.
Meanwhile, flights to Varanasi
cost nearly 50 per cent less.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) recently
held a meeting with airline
representatives to address the
issue, urging them to add
more flights and rationalise
ticket prices.

Following the meeting, the
Centre directed airlines to
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introduce additional flights to
Prayagraj on key holy dip
dates, including January 29
(Mauni Amavasya), February
3 (Basant Panchami),
February 12 (Magh Purnima),
and February 26 (Maha
Shivratri). The ongoing Maha
Kumbh, one of the most
sacred festivals in Hinduism,
began on January 13 with the
'Pavitra Snan' and will
conclude on February 26,
coinciding with Maha Shivratri.

Thousands of devotees
are flocking to the Triveni
Sangam -- the confluence of
the Ganga, Yamuna, and
mythical Saraswati rivers --
undeterred by the severe cold.

The festival, celebrated
with immense devotion,
continues to draw pilgrims,
with the upcoming Mauni
Amavasya expected to witness
one of the largest gatherings.
Authorities are working
tirelessly to ensure the smooth
conduct of this grand spiritual
event.

RBI may begin rate easing cycle with 25 bps
cut, add durable liquidity: Morgan Stanley

New Delhi, Morgan
Stanley on Tuesday said that
it expects the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to commence the
rate easing cycle with a 25-
bps rate cut, reflecting the
current domestic growth-
inflation dynamics.

In addition, “we expect the
Central bank to add durable
liquidity and keep a close
watch on currency to limit
excessive volatility,” said the
global financial services leader
ina note.

The RBI's Monetary Policy
Meeting (MPC) is scheduled to
take place on February 7 and
global brokerage expects the
MPC to retain its neutral
stance, adding that the
consensus is also penciling in
a rate cut from February.

Headline Consumer Price
Index (CPI) softened to 5.2 per
cent Year on Year (YoY) in
December 2024, led by
slowing food prices and core
CPIinching down.

“We expect disinflation in
food prices to gather further
pace and thereby support the
disinflationary momentum in
headline CPI as it averages 4.5
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per cent YoY in QE March 2025
(in line with the RBI's estimates
of 4.5 per cent),” said Morgan
Stanley. In order to ensure
orderly liquidity
management, the RBI has
taken measures such as
Voluntary Retention Routes
(VRRs) of higher quantum,
daily VRR since January 16,
buyback of government
securities (Rs 750 billion in
January) and purchase of
government securities in the
secondary market (Rs 102
billion in January).

Furthermore, the RBI has
also announced additional
measures such as Open
Market Operation (OMO)
purchases worth Rs 600
billion, 56-day VRR of Rs 500
billion, and buy/sell swaps of
Rs 5 billion. The global
investment bank said in its

note that it expects the RBI
to embark on a shallow rate
easing cycle.

“The confluence of
domestic growth-inflation
dynamics — weaker-than-
anticipated growth and a
moderating inflation
trajectory — warrant rate
easing to support growth, in
our view,” said the note.

However, this is
juxtaposed against an
adverse external
environment, as
demonstrated by dollar
strength, higher for longer
stance of the Fed, and
volatility in global capital flows
leading to weakness in the
currency.

“Therefore, in our base
case, we continue to expect a
shallow rate easing cycle of a
cumulative 50 bps, starting from
February. In addition, we
expect the RBI to continue to
undertake liquidity
management, in an attempt to
mitigate outflows resulting from
FXintervention and ensure that
domestic financial conditions do
not tighten significantly,” the
brokerage noted.

Yamuna toxic water: Haryana CM Saini dares
Kejriwal to apologize or face defamation

Chandigarh, A day after
former Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal accused BIP-
ruled Haryana of 'poisoning’
the Yamuna river, Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini asked the former to
apologize to the people,
otherwise, he will file a
defamation suit against him.

A day earlier, Delhi Chief
Minister Atishi and her Punjab
counterpart Bhagwant Mann
moved the  Election
Commission of India (ECI),
alleging high ammonia levels
in the water supplied from

Haryana to Delhi.
It's learnt that the ECI has
directed the Haryana

government to submit a
factual report by noon on
Tuesday.

In his campaigning in poll-
bound Delhi, AAP national
convener Kejriwal has been
saying the BJP “has done such
an act that has never been
done in history before. The
people of Delhi get water to
drink from Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh.

“In Yamuna, water flows
into Delhi from Haryana. The
BIP's Haryana government has
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poisoned the water in Yamuna.
However, the Delhi Jal Board
was vigilant enough to stop
that water from coming to

Delhi, otherwise, it would
have caused mass genocide in
Delhi.”

Responding to Kejriwal’s
“war of words”, Haryana CM
Saini said Kejriwal has a habit
of making baseless allegations
and blaming others for his
“inefficiency” and “incapability”
to fulfil his own promises.

“Kejriwal should apologise
to the people of Delhi and
Haryana or face legal action
for his baseless allegations,”
said CM Saini.

He blamed Kejriwal for
failing to make proper

arrangements for water
distribution, which has forced
Delhi residents to consume
contaminated water.

CM Saini blamed Kejriwal
for systematically diverting 28
drains into the Yamuna river.
“The people of Delhi would
teach him a lesson in the
upcoming Assembly polls...I
said that you (Kejriwal) send
your Chief Secretary, and I will
ask my Chief Secretary to
check the quality of water at
Sonipat from where the
Yamuna enters Delhi. He talks
about ammonia. He claims
scarcity of water, but there is
no scarcity. The issue Iles in
the distribution system,” CM
Saini added.
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